GREAT  BRITAIN AND  THE  NEW WORLD
Such changes, directly affecting British interests,
make an investigation into the real strength of Great
Britain seem desirable. The idea that world politics
are settled in London has suffered considerably under
the effect of happenings such as the restoration of
German military sovereignty throughout Germany and
in particular in the Rhineland, the Anschluss of Austria
and the Sudeten districts to the Reich, Italy's Abyssinian
campaign, the decline of the League of Nations, and
many other things. Was Great Britain too weak to
prevent these happenings ? And now that these
changes have taken place, will Great Britain be able
to adapt herself to the new situation without her
strength declining still further?
It is a matter of importance for all politically-inter-
ested and politically-active people that they should
correctly estimate such a great factor in world affairs
as the real strength of Great Britain, particularly as
this factor is not easy to judge. In the semi-obscurity
which surrounds the problem it is not difficult for
unfounded opinions and baseless judgments to mas-
querade as authentic ; and two circumstances increase
this danger.
The interests of Great Britain are many and varied,
and they are so spread over the world that she cannot
possibly exert her full power every time one of her
minor interests is attacked. In order to avoid frittering
away or prematurely expending the strength of the
country the British government must decide carefully
in each individual case exactly how much strength it
3